
1 
 

SOCIOLOGY GR5052: Qualitative Methods Workshop 

SPRING 2018 | Mondays 2:10 – 4:00 PM | Room 509, Knox Hall 

 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Professor: Hannah Wohl (hw2637@columbia.edu) 

Office Hours: Mondays 1:00 – 2:10 PM and 4:10 – 5:00 PM, Room 601D, Knox Hall 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course is designed to provide skills and perspectives that will support you in analyzing 

your qualitative data. We will read about and discuss how to write fieldnotes, code data, 

analyze codes, build theoretical frameworks, and generalize from your findings. In addition, 

we will explore how sociologists account for and theorize various fundamental features of the 

research setting, such as narratives, time, space, institutions, objects, and bodies. We will 

leverage these elements to explore potential sociological contributions of your research. 

Assignments will be focused on applying these skills and perspectives to your projects. 

 

COURSE ASSESSMENT 

 

Class Participation: Questioning and debating texts is central to academic life, and 

academics must do this over the course of their careers as they discuss each other’s research 

in workshops and conferences. Through weekly class discussions, we will engage with the 

readings and hone our ability to formulate sociological arguments and critiques. I expect you 

to ask and respond to critical questions about the readings. To build this environment, it is 

important that you attend class and arrive on time. If you need to be absent from class, please 

let me know in advance. Repeated lateness and/or unexcused absences will negatively impact 

participation grades, and, if severe, can result in failure of the course. In addition to attending 

class, I expect you to form and meet in weekly support groups to review the reading. You 

may self-organize, or, if you prefer, I can facilitate organizing these groups.  

 

Critical Reading Questions/Comments: The transition into graduate school involves a shift 

from knowledge consumption to knowledge production. This requires a change in orientation 

toward your reading, moving from a passive “flow” state to an active and critical focus. To 

develop this reading orientation and enhance class discussion, you will submit two critical 

reading questions or comments per week via Canvas. So that I can incorporate your questions 

into the class discussion, critical reading questions are due by 5 PM on the Sunday before 

each class. Late submissions will be considered as missed. On weeks when we have a class 

guest, please direct at least one question to the guest’s reading. Critical reading questions and 

comments may draw connections across readings, critique authors’ methods and/or analysis 

of data, interrogate how these ideas may be applied to one’s own research or research in 

general, etc. These questions should spark further discussion. Each week of critical reading 

questions will be worth one point. 

 

Memos: Academic writing is not something that occurs only after data has been collected and 

analyzed. The purpose of these memos is to encourage active analysis and writing throughout 

the research process. With the exception of an excused, extenuating circumstance, one grade 
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will be detracted for each late day (i.e. A → A- for one day late, A → B+ for two days late). 

You should use the assignments as flexible, low-stakes exercises to think through possible 

sociological contributions that you might develop in your theses. 

 

 Memo 1: Interesting Finding (Due February 23rd)  

Based on the data that you have coded, explore an interesting finding. (1) Choose one 

or more codes that appear prominently in your data, (2) describe the meaning of this 

data, citing the data in these codes, (3) analyze how this data is theoretically 

interesting by framing your contribution sociologically, and (4) explain the scope 

conditions and generalizability of your findings. These need not be theoretically 

polished, nor should you feel wedded to this direction in future work. (25 points, 6-8 

pages) 

 

Memos 2 and 3: Analyzing Elements of the Research Setting (Due Friday after class 

on each theme) 

Choose two options from weeks 5-11. For each option, analyze your data through a 

focus on this theme. It is up to you how you incorporate the themes. One way to 

approach this would be to ask yourself how objects/time/place/etc. shapes your 

research setting. For example, if you were to focus on the theme of “Time and 

Sequence” you could use data collected over time to show what the passage of time 

reveals about your topic, or you could use narratives to show how your subjects 

discuss and think about time, etc. In other words, you can use the theme as a 

methodological approach, as a background feature that allows you to shed light on 

other findings, or as the substantive topic. It is not necessary to cite course readings, 

although you can. (20 points each, 4-5 pages each) 

  

The assignments will be weighted as follows: 

 

Class Participation: 20% 

Critical Reading Questions/Comments: 15% 

Response Papers: 65%  

 

COURSE POLICIES 

 

Office Hours: I encourage you to attend office hours whenever you think it may be helpful. If 

you cannot attend my office hours due to a scheduling conflict or need more immediate 

assistance, please email me. I will usually respond to emails within 24 hours, and I am happy 

to set up an alternative time to meet in person or talk via Skype or phone. We can use this 

time to discuss a range of individualized topics, including course readings and assignments, 

research projects and interests, professional plans and goals, and personal issues that may be 

impacting your work.   

 

Media in the Classroom: Cellphones must be turned off or on silent during class and may not 

be used. If you choose to use a laptop for notetaking, please disable WiFi for the duration of 

class.  
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Academic Integrity: I expect students to work in accordance to the Student Honor Code. 

Plagiarism and receiving illegitimate help on assignments will not be tolerated. Any violation 

of academic integrity will be referred to the Dean’s discipline process and will result in 

failure of the course. For more information, please see the Columbia University 

Undergraduate Guide to Academic Integrity (which also applies to graduate courses): 

https://www.college.columbia.edu/academics/academicintegrity. 

 

Students with Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and have an DS-certified 

accommodation letter, please come to my office hours to confirm your accommodation 

needs. If you believe that you might have a disability that requires accommodation, you 

should contact Disability Services at 212-854-2388 and disability@columbia.edu.  

 

COURSE READINGS 

 

Emerson, Robert M., Rachel I. Fretz, and Linda L. Shaw. 2011. Writing Ethnographic 

Fieldnotes: 2nd Edition. University of Chicago Press. ISBN: 9780226206837. 

 

All other course readings will be available on Canvas. 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

January 22nd - Week 1: Introduction 

 

UNIT ONE: FUNDAMENTALS OF DATA CODING AND ANALYSIS 

 

January 29th - Week 2: Writing Fieldnotes 

 

Emerson, Robert, Rachel Fretz, and Linda Shaw, Chapters 1-5 in Writing 

Ethnographic Fieldnotes 

 

 Meeting place to be announced for Ethnography of a City Block exercise 

 

February 5th – Week 3: Coding Data  

 

Emerson, Robert, Rachel Fretz, and Linda Shaw, Chapter 6 in Writing Ethnographic 

Fieldnotes 

 

Strauss, Anselm. 1987. “Codes and Coding,” in Qualitative Analysis for Social 

Scientists. Cambridge University Press, pp. 55-81. 

 

Gioia, Dennis and Kumar Chittipeddi. “Sensemaking and Sensegiving in Strategic 

Change Initiation.” 

 

Gioia, Dennis, Kevin Corley, and Aimee Hamilton. “Seeking Qualitative Rigor in 

Inductive Research: Notes on the Gioia Methodology.” 

 

https://www.college.columbia.edu/academics/academicintegrity
mailto:disability@columbia.edu
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 Bring coded fieldnotes/interview transcript/archival data to class  

 

February 12th – Week 4: From Analyzing Codes to Building Theory 

 

Lofland, John et al. Chapters 6 and 7 in Analyzing Social Settings. 

 

Timmermans, Stefan, and Iddo Tavory. “Theory Construction in Qualitative 

Research: From Grounded Theory to Abductive Analysis.” 

 

Vaughan, Diane. “Theorizing Disaster: Analogy, historical ethnography, and the 

Challenger accident.” 

 

 Bring text from one or more codes to class  

 

February 19th – Week 5: Framing and Generalizing Findings 

 

Davis, Murray. “That’s Interesting!”  

 

Zuckerman, Ezra. “Tips to Article-Writers” and “On Genre: A Few More Tips to 

Article-Writers.” 

 

Read a sociology article of your choice (ideally, something you have to read anyway 

for your literature review) and be prepared to discuss the frame and generalizability 

 

 Memo 1 due by midnight on Friday, February 23rd. 

 

UNIT TWO: ANALYZING ELEMENTS OF THE RESEARCH SETTING 

 

February 26th – Week 6: Analyzing Talk and Narratives  

 

Tavory, Iddo and Ann Swidler, 2009, “Condom Semiotics: Meaning and Condom Use in 

Rural Malawi.” American Sociological Review 74(2):171-189. 

 

Becher, Debbie. “Narrating and Naming Positive Agents: Storytelling by Philadelphia 

Postwar Political Elite.” 

 

Zerubavel, Eviatar. “Listening to the Sounds of Silence: Methodological Reflections on 

Studying the Unsaid.” 

 

Guest visit with Debbie Becher 

 

March 5th – Week 7: Analyzing Time and Sequence 

 

 Wagner-Pacifici, Robin. “Theorizing the Restlessness of Events.” 

 

 Katz, Jack. “Time for New Urban Ethnographies.”  
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Tavory, Iddo and Nina Eliasoph. “Coordinating Futures: Toward a Theory of 

Anticipation.”  

 

March 12th – Week 8: NO CLASS – Spring Break 

 

March 19th – Week 9: Analyzing Space and Communities 

 

 Vaisey, Stephan. “Structure, Culture, and Community.”  

 

Molotch, Harvey, William Freudenburg, and Krista E. Paulsen. “History Repeats 

Itself, But How? City Character, Urban Tradition, and the Accomplishment of Place.” 

 

 Desmond, Matt. “Disposable Ties and the Urban Poor.”  

 

March 26th – Week 10: Analyzing Groups and Organizations 

 

Fine, Gary, “The Culture of Production: Aesthetic Choices and Constraints in 

Culinary Work.”  

 

Hallett, Tim. “The Myth Incarnate: Recoupling Processes, Turmoil and Inhabited 

Institutionalism.”  

 

Accominotti, Fabien, Shamus Khan, and Adam Storer. “How Cultural Capital 

Emerged in Gilded Age America: Musical Purification and Cross-Class Inclusion at 

the New York Philharmonic.” 

 

Guest visit with Fabien Accominotti 

 

April 2nd – Week 11: Analyzing Objects and Bodies 

 

McDonnell, Terence. “Cultural Objects as Objects: Materiality, Urban Space, and the 

Interpretation of AIDS Campaigns in Accra, Ghana.” 

 

Loic, Wacquant. Body and Soul. Prologue (pp. 3-11) and pp. 58-149. 

 

Waskul, Dennis. “The Naked Self: Being a Body in Televideo Cybersex.”  

 

April 9th – Week 12: Analyzing Comparative and Multiple Cases 

 

Ragin, Charles. The Comparative Method. Chapters 1-3. 

 

Guhin, Jeff. “Why Worry about Evolution? Boundaries, Practices, and Moral Salience 

in Sunni and Evangelical High Schools.”  

 

Guest visit with Jeff Guhin 
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 Memos 2 and 3 due by midnight on the Friday after the class on that theme 

 

UNIT THREE: QUALITATIVE RESEARCH FOR LAY AND ACADEMIC AUDIENCES 

 

April 16th – Week 13: Accounting for the Self in Qualitative Research 

 

 Fine, Gary. “Ten Lies of Ethnography: Moral Dilemmas in Field Research” 

 

 Bernstein, Elizabeth. “A Note on Methodology” in Temporarily Yours. 

 

 Mears, Ashley. “Ethnography as Precarious Work.”  

 

 Guest visit with Elizabeth Bernstein 

 

April 23rd – Week 14: Publishing Sociological Research 

 

 “Suggested ASR Reviewer Guidelines for Ethnographic and Qualitative Papers” 

 

Gans, Joshua, and Herbert Shepard. “How Are the Mighty Fallen: Rejected Classic 

Articles by Leading Economists.”  

 

Guest visit with Ph.D. students – Readings are optional for this week 

 

April 30th – Week 15: Enacting Social Change through Public Sociology 

 

 Burawoy, Michael. 2005. “For Public Sociology.”  

 

Baiocchi, Gianpaolo. 2005. “Interrogating Connections: From Public Criticisms to 

Critical Publics in Burawoy’s Public Sociology.” 

 

Brint, Steven. 2005. “Guide for the Perplexed: On Michael Burawoy’s ‘Public 

Sociology.’” 

 

Fenton, Reuven and Danika Fears. “Columbia profs creep out students by watching 

them drink for sex study.” New York Post. https://nypost.com/2015/10/21/columbia-

profs-creeping-out-students-by-watching-them-drink/  

 

Guest visit with Shamus Khan 

https://nypost.com/2015/10/21/columbia-profs-creeping-out-students-by-watching-them-drink/
https://nypost.com/2015/10/21/columbia-profs-creeping-out-students-by-watching-them-drink/

